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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1- An "^lage processor, wherein characteristics of a 

plurality of ^Ikin colors are classified beforehand, 
comprising: 

an area extractor which extracts skin areas from 
input image data adbording to the classification of the 
characteristics of a Plurality of skin colors; and 

an image ccarrector which corrects image data of 
each of the skin areas extracted by said area extractor 
according to the characteristics of the skin color of the 
each of the skin areas! 

2. The image processor according to claim 1, wherein 
said area extractor Jpetermines the characteristic of skin 
according to^ average, dispersion and ' center of- gravity 
obtained from a histogram of image data of each of the skin 
areas, 

3. The image//processor according to claim 1, wherein 
said image corrector prepares a histogram of hue for each of 
the skin areas extracted by said image extractor, modifies 
the histogram to shift the center of gravity thereof to come 
close to center /of gravity of a memory color of the skin 
color according Jto the characteristic of skin color of the 
each of the sk|n areas, generates a correction curve for 

image data according to the modified 
corrects the image data in the skin area 



correcting the 
histogram, and 




according to the correction curve . 

4. The image, processor according to claim 3, wherein 
said image corrector prepares a histogram of chroma for each 
the skin areas extracted H&r said image extractor, modifies 
the histogram according to Yhe characteristic of skin, and 
generates a correction curve ^or the image data in the skin 
area. 

5. The image processor according to claim 4, wherein 
when the skin areas are extracted from the input image data, 
said area extractor extracts skiifi candidate areas from image 
data, converts color specif icaticm system of the image data 
for each of the skin candidate areas and extracts skin areas 
from the skin candidate areas bas^d on the image data in the 
color specification system. 

6. The image processor according to claim 5, wherein 
said area extractor comprises a' divider which divides the 
image data into rectangle arels, and an area integrator 



which integrates the rectangle areas for each of the 
characteristic - when the skin Jareas are extracted, wherein 
said area integrator integrates adjacent pixels if 
difference in hue between /adjacent pixels is within a 
threshold determined for eachjj skin type. 



7 . The image processo 

said image corrector prepares 
of skin areas extracted by 



according to claim 1, wherein 
a histogram of chroma for each 
said image extractor, modifies 



the histogram according «o the characteristic of s*in, and 
generates a correction curve for correcting the W 

The image processor according to claim 1. wherein 
wh en the sxin areas are extracted from the input image data, 
sa id area extractor extractsUin candidate areas from image 
data, converts color specification system of the image data 
for each of the skin Candida 
from the skin candidate areas 
color specification system 
9 The image processor 



areas and extracts skin areas 
based on the image data in the 

according to claim 1, wherein 



said area extractor comprisjs a divider which divides the 
image data into rectangle areas, and an area integrator 
which integrates the rectangle areas for each of the 
characteristic when the skin areas are extracted, wherein 
said area integrator if tegrates - adjacent pixels xf 
diff erence in hue fcetwel adjacent pixels is within a 
threshold determined for ich skin type. 

§ processing method, wherein 
10 An image | processing 

• ' f a olu/ality of skin colors are classified 
characteristics of a plurality o 

beforehand, the method Jomprising the steps of: 

-extracting fin areas from input image data 
according to the classification of the characteristics of a 

plurality of skin colors; and 

I , . f of the extracted 

correcting! image data of each ox 

r-dini to the characteristics of the skin 
skin areas according to tne 
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color of each of the skif^reas. 

H. The image procesU method according to claim 10, 

wherein said image correctioY step comprises the steps of: 

preparing a histogram of hue of each of the 

extracted skin areas; 

changing the histogram to shift the center of 
gra vity thereof to come close to center of gravity of a 
memory color of the skin color according to the 
characteristic of skin color of the each of the skin areas; 

generating a cordon curve for correcting the 
iraa ge data according to theTOfiied histogram; and 

correcting the imaie data in the skin area 
according to the correction cuive. 

12 . a computer-readable storage medium storing a 

computer program comprising the steps of: 

providing classification of characteristics of a 

plurality of skin colors; 

extracting skin/ areas from input image data 
according to the classif iation of the characteristics of a 
plurality of skin colors/ and 

correcting iige data of each of the extracted 
skin areas according L the characteristics of the skin 
color of the each of tL skin areas. 

13 . The comput/r-readable storage medium according to 

w -Hfc in said extracting step, the 
claim 12, whereof in saia 
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characteristic of sft^n is determined according to average, 
dispersion and center ^ gravity obtained from a histogram 
of image data of the skinWea, 

14. The computer-reaVable storage medium according to 
claim 12, wherein in said \correcting step, a histogram of 
hue of the extracted skin a:t|ea is prepared, the histogram is 
modified to shift the center of gravity thereof to come 

of a memory color of the skin 
color according to the characteristic of skin color of each 
of the skin areas, a correction curve for image data is 
generated according to the /modified histogram, and the image 
data in the skin area //is corrected according to the 
correction curve, 

15. The computer-readable storage medium according to 
claim 14/ wherein in said correcting step, a histogram of 



close to center of gravity 



chroma of each of the extracted skin areas is prepared, the 
histogram is extended |according to the characteristic of 
skin, and a correction /curve for the image data is generated. 



16. The computers-readable storage medium according to 

claim 15, wherein wher|< the skin areas are extracted from the 
input image data, sk'in candidate areas are extracted from 
image data, color specification system of the image data is 
converted for each fof the skin candidate areas and skin 



areas are extracted 



25 based on the image data. in the color specification system. 



from the extracted skin candidate areas 
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17. The computer-Veadable storage medium according to 
claim 16, wherein in sa\Ld extracting step, the image data 
are divided into rectangle areas, and the rectangle areas 
are integrated for each on the characteristic when the skin 
areas are extracted, wherein adjacent pixels are integrated 
if difference in hue between adjacent pixels is. within a 
threshold determined for eadh skin type. 

18. The computer-readable storage medium according to 

correcting step, a histogram of 

chroma of each of the extracted skin areas is prepared, the 
histogram is - modified according to the characteristic of 
skin, and a correction curv| for the image data is generated. 

19. The computer-readable storage medium according to 
claim 12, wherein when thelskin areas are extracted from the 
input image data, skin candidate areas are extracted from 
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image data, color specif Ration system of the image data is 
converted for each of tfhe skin candidate areas and skin 
areas are extracted from* the extracted skin candidate areas 
based. on the image data jin the color specification system. 
20. The computerjreadable storage medium according to 

claim 12, wherein in jsaid extracting step, the image data 
are divided into rectangle areas, and the rectangle areas 
are integrated for each of the characteristic when the skin 
areas are extracted,! wherein adjacent pixels are integrated 
if difference in hue between adjacent pixels is within a 
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threshold determined^ or each skin type. 
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